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Monday - Friday 
8:00am – 12:00pm 
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ced@arlingtonwa.gov 

 
 

Visit us:  
18204 59th Ave NE 
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Arlington City Limits 
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RESIDENTIAL 
GUARDRAILS 

Assistance Bulletin 

#08 
Residential Guards (Guardrails) 
This Bulletin reflects code requirements of the 2018 International Residential 
Code (IRC) with Washington State Amendments. 

 

 
 

Figure 1: Guard Elevation (IRC R312) 
Requirements 

• Guards shall comply with IRC R312.1; refer to Figure 1 for major 
requirements. 

• Guards shall be structurally designed to comply with IRC Table R301.5 
(i.e., designed for a 200-pound load in any direction along the top and a 
50-pound point load elsewhere). 

• For glass guards or guards with glazing, see IRC R308.4.4. 
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