
CITYOFARTINGTON

Woter Quol itY RePort

We are pleased to present o summory of the guolity of water provided to you during the past year. The Saf e

Drinking Woter Act (SDWA) requires thqt utilities issue on annuol "Consumer Confidence Report" to customers in addi-
tion to other notices thot moy be required by low. This report detoils where our woter comes from, whot it
contoins, ond the risks our woter testing snd treotm ent qre designed to minimize. The City of Arlington Water Utility
is committed to providing you with the sofest ond most reliablewater supply.

Whot is the Source of Our Woter?

Arlington's primory woter source includes three shollow wells
ot Holler Pork ond one deep well near the oirport. These two
sources serve customers in the Arlington Service Areo (north
of 172nd Street,eost of 43rd Avenue, south of the Stillo-
guomish River, ond west of 88th Avenue). Customers in the
fslond Crossing Service Areo (norfh of 180th Street, eost of
I-5, west of 43rd Avenue, ond soufh of th,e Stilloguomish
River) ore served by o connection to Morysville's North Ser-
vice Area system, Sources of woter in the Islond Crossing

Service Area include Edword Springs, the Stillaguomish Ron-

ney Collector ond severol public wells.

Importont Heolth Informotion

To ensure thot tap woter is sofe to drink, EPA prescribes lim-
its on the omount of certoin contominonts in water provided
by public woter systems. FDA regulotions estoblish limits for
contaminonts in bottled water.

Drinking woter, including bottled woter, mcy reosonobly be

expected to contoin of leost smoll omounts of some contomi-
nonts, The presenceof contominonts does not necessorily in-
dicote that water poses'o health risk. More informotion qbout

contaminonts ond. potentiol heolth effects con be obtoined by
colling the Environmentol Protection Agency's Scfe Drinking
Woter Hotl ine (8OO -426 -47 91).

The sources of drinking woter (both top woter ond boftled
water) include rivers, lokes, streoms, ponds, reservoirs..
springs, ond wells. As woter travels over the surfoce of the
land or through thaground, it dissolves ncturolly-occurring
minerols ond rodioactive moteriol, ond con pick up substonces

resulting from the pr:esence of onimols or from humon octivity.
Contominants thot moy be present in source woter include:
. Microbiol contominonts, such os viruses ond bocterio, which
moy come from sewage treotment plonts, septic systems, agr.icul-

turol livesfock operotions, ond wildlife.
' Inorgonic contominonts, such os solts ond metols, which con be

noturolly-occurring or result from urbon storm runoff, industrial
or domestic wosfewafer dischorges, oil qnd gos production, min-
ing, or forming.
. Pesticides ond herbicides, which moy come from o variety of
sources such os ogriculture, stormwoter runoff, ond residentiol
uses.

' Orgonic chemicol,contominonts, including synthetic ond volotile
orgonics, which ore by-products of industriol processes ond pe-

troleum produclion, ond con olso come from gos stotions, urbon
stormwoter runoff ond septic systems.
. Radioactive contominonts. which con be noturolly-occurring or
bethe result of oilond gos production ond mining octivities. fn
order to ensure thot top woter is sofe to drink, EPA prescribes
regulotions which limit the omount of certoin contominants in wo-

ter provided by public woter systems. FDA regulotions estoblish
limits for contaminonts in bottled woter which must provide the
same protection for public heolth. '

Some people moy be more vulneroble to contominonts in drinking
wafer thon is the general populotion. Immuno-compromised per-
sons such os persons with concer undergoing chemotheropy, pe?-

sons who hove undergone orgon tronsplonts, people with HIV/
AfDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, ond in-

fonts con be porticulorly ot risk from infecfions. These people

should seek odvice qbout drinkingwaler from their heolth core
providers. EPA/CDC Auidelines on oppropriate mecns to lessen

the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium ore qvoiloble from the
Sof e Drinkin g W at er Hotline (8OO-426-479L).



DATE
T€STED

MCLG DETECTED RANGE
LEVEL

CONTAMlNANT MAJOR SOURCES COMPLIES?UNIT MCL

ppb

ppb

ppm

ppm

AL=1 .3 1.3 1.38 NO

Lead (at customer tap) Jan. 99 AL=15

't0

Sodium Jun. 98 6.1 0-6. 1

220 o-22 NO

o ooo 9,999 YES

0.04-1.38Jan.99 | ppm

lnorganic Contaminants

Copper (at customer
tap)

JUn. 98

Jun. 98

0-34

0-1.16

YES

YES

Manganese

Nitrate

9,999

10

34

1.16 Runoff from fertilizers; leaching from
septic tanks, sewage; erosion of natural
deposits

Corrosion of household plumbing
systems; erosion of natural deposits;
leaching from wood preservatives

Corrosion of household plumbing
syst€ms; erosion of natural deposits

Microbiological Contaminants

Total Coliform 1

Turbidity 2

Sep. 98

Dec. 98

Samples

NTU

5% pos.

0.5

0

0 1.8

Naturally present in the environment

Soil runoff

YES

YES

ppb 100 0 0-96

Volatile Organic Contaminants

Mar. 97 By-product of drinking water chlorination96TTHMs [Total
Trihalomethanesl

YES

DATE
TESTED

MCLG DETECTED BANGE
LEVEL

CONTAMINANT MAJOR SOURCES COMPLIES?UNIT MCL

Arsenic Jan. 97

Jan,97

0.04

0.21

Nitrate Mar.98 10 10 3.68

nla 4ppb

Barium 2 0.02pprn

1.3

4

50

2

0

2

ppb

ppb

ppm

Mar. 98

Mar.98

Copper

Fluoride

ppm

ppm

Lead

Mercury {inorganic)

Jan. 97

Mar.98

2.26

0.37

AL=1 .3

4

AL=1 5

2

nd-0.02

nd-0.04

nd-0.21

nd-2.26

nd-0.37

nd-3.68

nd-4 Erosion of naiural deposits; runoff from
orchards; runoff f rom glass & electronics
production wastes

Discharge ol drilling wastes; discharge
from metal refineries; erosion of natural

Leaching from wood preservatives

Erosion of natural deposits; discharge
from lertilizer & aluminum factories

Erosion of natural deposits

Erosion of natural deposits; discharge
from
refineries & factories; runoff lrom land{ills;

Runoff f rom fertilizer use; leaching f rom
septic tanks, sewage; erosion of natural
deposits

lnorganic Contaminants

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

Turbidity

Total Colilorm 3

Mar. 98

Feb. 98

NTU

Samples

TT

5% pos.

N/A

0

1.09

1

nd-1 .09

nd-1

Soil runoff

Naturally present in the environment

Volatile Organic Contaminants

ppm

ppb

0.77

3

Microbiological Contaminants

Copper (at customer

Lead (at customer tap)

Nov. 96

Nov.96

AL=1.3

AL=15

| 1.3

_l'
Corrosion of household plumbing systems

Corrosion of household plumbing systems

YES

YES

YES

YES

1 I out ol Bg sanples laken in the Arlington seruice area lesled posilive. Bepeat ffinples werc laken & no frlilom was delecled.
2 Bilaletal conpliance agreenenl allows MCL of 1.0 NTU. Deparlment ol Heailh is nolified when lurbidily level exceeds t.0 NTU.
3 I out ol 278 sanples laken on the norlh end distribulion in I 998 lesled posilive. Repeat samples were taken & no colilom was detecled.

The data grese-rted tr tltis t*ble is from tl:e fiftst l,e(ent
testing clane rn actordanre with {egulBtiafis.

DEFINITIONS AND KEY TO TABLE
AL = Action Levet the concentration of a contaminant which. il exceeded, kiggers a treatmenl or other requirement which a wator system must lollow.

MCLG = Maximum Contaminant Level Goal the level ol a contaminant in drinking water below which lhere is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGS allow tor a margin ot safety.
\-f = Treatmenl Technique: a rcquied ptocess intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.
Variance and exemption: Staie or EPA permission not to meet an MCL or a treatment technique under certain conditions.
NTU = Nephelometric Turbidity Units
ppm = parts per million, or milligrams per liter (mg/L)
ppb = parts per billion, or micrograms per later (pg/L)



Whot Does This Toble Mean?

The toble shows the results of our woter quolity onolysas.
Every regulated contominont thot we detecfed in the water,
evenin the most minute traces, is listed here.The toble con-
toins the nome of eqch subston ce, the highest level ollowed by
regulotion (MCL), the ideol gools for public heolth, the omount
detected, the usuol sources of such contominotion, footnotes
exploining our f indings, ond o key to unifs of meosurement.

Whot You Should Know About Detected Contomi-
nonts Thot Exceed the Action Level or Moximum
Contominont Level

Turbidity: Turbidity hos no heolth effects.However, turbidity
can interf ere with disinfection ond pr:ovide o medium for mi-
crobiol growth. Turbidity moy indicote the presence of dis-
eose-cousing orgonisms. These orgonisms include bocterio, vi-
ruses, ond porosites thot cqn cause symptoms such os nouseo,

cromps, diorrheo, ond ossocioted headaches.

Lead: Inf onts ond children who drink woter contoining leod in
excess of the oction level could experience delays in their
physicol or mentol development. Children could show slight
deficits in ottention spon ond leorning obilities. Adults who
drink this woter over mony yeors could develop kidney prob-
lems or high blood pressure.

Copper: Copper is on essentiol nutrient, but some people who
drink wqter contoining coppet in excess of the oction level over
o relotively short omount of time could experience gostrointes-
tinol distress. Some people who drink woter contoining copper
in excess of the action level over mony yeors could suffer liver
or kidney domoge. People with Wilson's Diseose should consult
their personol doctor.

To reduce your exposurefo lead and copper, follow these sim-
ple sfeps.
1. Alwoys drow drinking woler ond cooking water f rom the cold
woter top.
2. Never moke boby formulo with woter from the hot woter
toP.

3. Use the first 4-6 ounces of woter thot hos stood in your
pipe for over six hours for something other thon consumption.
4. Keep your kids owoy from point chips or point dust.
5. Moke sure children olwoys wosh their honds before eating.
6. fn homes 10 yeors or older, seek professionol ossistonce in
point removol projects. (Do not remove the point by sonding or
using o heat gun).

7. lAoke sure your fomily's diet includes odequote omounts of
colcium ond iron (milk, yogurt, eggs, cheese, meot, spinoch, ond
broccoli). This con greatly reduce the horm done by ony leod
ingesled.
8. Dust. vocuum ond shompoo carpets. ond domp mop floors
morefrequently in homes suspected of contoining leod.

Why Did the Woter Deportment Receive o
Treotment Vorionce From Deportment of Heolth?

In 1998 the Haller wellfield - our primory drinking woter
source - wos designoted by Deportment of Heolth (DOH) os
"ground woter under fhe influence of surfoce woter". The new

source woter designotion reguires thot we begin to meet water
guolity stondords prescribed in the Surfoce Water Treotment
Rule. Our existing woter plont is not copobl e of meeting these
stondords, so DOH gran'led fhe woter deportment o Biloterol
Compliance Agreement which ollows the water treotment plont
to be operoted within specific poromefers thot provide the
best possibla level of drinking woter guolity.

Items the City of Arlington has ogreed fo complete, ond their
current stotus, ore:

1. Perform interim disinfection treotment, monitoring ond

reporting for the Haller wellfield.
Status: doily ond monthly items ore completed os reguired.

2. Notify the public thot the Haller wellfield hos been desig-
noted os groundwoter under the direct influence of surfoce
water.

Status: notificotion is published quorterly in the Arlington
lrmes-

3. Conduct corrosion control pilot studies.
Status: corrosion control methods were evoluotedin1997.

4. Submit o project report ond finql corrosion control treot-
ment recommendofion.

Status: o corrosion control treotment recommendotion wos
submitted ond the opproved method wos implemented in Morch
1997.
5. Submit construction documents for anew wqter treotmenf
focility.

Status: construction documents havebeen submitted ond

ore currently being reviewed by DOH.
6. Construct snew water treotment focility.

Status: construcfion is expected to begin December 1999.
7. Monitor woter" guolity porometers.

Sfatus: woter quolity porometers ore monitored os re-
quired.
8. Monitor top woter guality for leod ond copper.

Status; top woter is monitored os reguired.

Additionol information obout the Bilqterol Complionce Agree-
ment con be obtqined by contocting us ot (360) 403-3500.

Customer Views Are Importont to Us

Coll the City of Arlington Woter Department ot (360)
403-3500 for informotion obout the next opportunity
for public porticipotion in decisions obout our drinking
water. Opportunities are olso disployed on our commu-

nity television chonnel ond the City Council agenda.
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Questions or Comments. . .

We'll be hoppy to qnswer ony questions obout Arlington Pubtic Works Woter
Utility Division ond our woter guolity. We can be reached at:

Telephone: (360) 403-3500
E-moil: woterquolity@ci.orlington.wo.us
Moil: Arlington Public Works Deportment

Woter Utility Division
238 N. Olympic A,venue

Arlington, WA 98223
Attn: Woter Quolity

DRINKING WATER PHONE NUMBER5:
City of Arlington

Woter Utility
Woter Emergencies
Utility Billing Questions

Northwest Drinking Woter Operotions
Sofe Drinking Woter Hotline
U.5. Environmentol Protection Agen;cy

(360) 403-3500
1-800-291-8360
(360) 435-5785
(206) 464-7961
r-800-426-4791
(2O2) 260-2740


