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Top Actions
Arlington will foster Island Crossing’s transformation into a 
celebrated gateway by focusing on four key priorities: 

1) Adopt zoning and design standards to ensure new development 
reflects community values and strengthens neighborhood identity 

2) Coordinate with property owners and set funding strategy for a 
regional compensatory storage facility to support flood resilience

3) Coordinate with WSDOT to secure funding and implement SR 530 
improvements

4) Attract desired businesses through proactive relationship building 
with developers, property owners, and businesses. 
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Framework Plan 
The following are Arlington’s top priorities to support Island Crossing’s 
evolution from a convenience stop into a celebrated, safe gateway into the 
Stillaguamish Valley:

 Invest in a regional compensatory storage facility
To address existing flooding challenges and make development more 
feasible throughout the subarea, especially along SR 530, and support 
agricultural viability. Design it to double as floodable recreational fields 
and a community gathering place.

 Improve SR 530 
To elevate the highway out of flood risk, expand the culvert, and add a 
median, roundabouts, landscape strips, sidewalks, and gateway features 
to improve safety, flood resilience, and aesthetics.

 Update zoning and design standards 
For coordinated development that aligns with the community vision for a 
welcoming entry into Arlington and the Stillaguamish Valley and an 
economic hub to support agri- and recreational tourism.

 Attract desired businesses 
Emphasizing agritourism, such as distillery, restaurants, large farm-
oriented retailer, and hotel.
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