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Reviser’s Note Regarding The 2019 Amendment 

A Water System Plan (WSP) is required under WAC 246-290-100 to:  demonstrate a purveyor’s 

capacity to provide potable water; identify its approach to handling increased demand and system 

expansion; assure consistency with applicable laws and plans; and establish eligibility for State 

funding.  

The WSP of a Group A community water system like the Arlington Water Department may be 

updated on a 10 year cycle, and it may need to revised or amended more frequently for various 

reasons identified in WAC 246-290-100.  The 2015 WSP was completed in January 2016, and is 

due for a complete WSP Update again by April 20, 2026. The City amended the 2015 WSP in 

2017 in order to maintain consistency with the comprehensive plans required of the City of 

Arlington and Snohomish County under the Growth Management Act. That amendment was 

initiated by the retraction of the City’s plans to grow (and serve water to) west of I-5. Numerous 

modifications to the text and tables of the 2015 WSP made during the 2017 Amendment were 

described in the Reviser’s Note which follows this one. 

This 2019 amendment is much simpler, and stems from the expansion of the City’s water service 

area (WSA) beyond that boundary identified in the 2017 amendment [WAC 246-290-100 

(2)(e)(i)].  In September 2017, as the 2017 WSP amendment was going to press, the Cities of 

Arlington and Marysville completed the exchange of several, contiguous Smokey Point parcels 

totaling approximately17.89 acres to the Arlington WSA, consistent with procedures established 

in the 2012 North Snohomish County Coordinated Water System Plan. The exchange was 

precipitated by the need of a developer for water pressures which the City of Marysville could not 

provide.  As development progressed in 2019, the parcels were served within the 342 pressure 

zone by the installation of about 2,136 feet of 12-inch ductile iron water main and various valves 

and hydrants, consistent with all COA construction standards and guidelines for water systems.   

The 2019 amendment consists of the following replacement pages in duplex format:  binder cover; 

inside cover; Table of Contents; Expanded Table of Contents; 2019 Reviser’s Note (2017 

Reviser’s Note moved back one page); and the Appendix L cover page.  It also includes a five-

page insert, referred to as L.5, to be placed at the back of Appendix L.  No other modifications to 

text, tables, figures, or maps have been made as a result of this WSA boundary adjustment.  Only 

those pages above may have a header and/or footer which reflect they are part of the 2019 

Amendment. 
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Reviser’s Note Regarding The 2017 Amendment 

The City of Arlington 2015 Water System Plan (WSP) planned for the expansion of the City’s 

Urban Growth Area (UGA) and its water distribution system west of I-5.  This effort reflected the 

City’s intent to develop west of the freeway in order to accommodate its 2035 population targets 

established under the Growth Management Act (GMA).  The City acted on this intent in the 2014 

filing of a petition with Snohomish County for the westward expansion of its UGA.   

Planning for the expansion of the water distribution system also assured consistency of the WSP 

with the City’s 2015 GMA Comprehensive Plan.  Snohomish County’s Planning and Development 

Services reviewed the 2015 WSP but could not find it consistent with the County’s own 2015 

GMA Comprehensive Plan, which did not include the City’s proposed UGA expansion.  Later in 

2016, the City withdrew its petition and began revision of its GMA Comprehensive Plan in order 

to plan for an alternative population placement that was consistent with Snohomish County’s plan.  

For purposes of consistency among all plans, this 2017 Amendment to the 2015 WSP also drops 

expansion of the distribution system west of I-5, and evaluates the re-allocation of additional 

population across the City, and its effect on the capacity of the water supply to meet the additional 

demand.  

These planning modifications did not result in revisions to WSP Chapters 4 and 5, nor to most of 

the appendices.  Chapters 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, and 9 in this amended WSP had relatively minor revisions, 

and these are documented in this publication using underlined insertions and strikeout deletions to 

quickly and clearly show the effects of the amendment.   

Although many portions of Chapter 3 (Land Use) have not changed, there are enough revisions 

that complete re-printing of the chapter is appropriate.  Where changes may be significant, the 

amended text describes the change.  Tables and figures which have substantial changes are also 

completely replaced, and the word “amended” follows the table and figure numbers in parentheses.   

Changes to Chapter 10 (Financial Plan) are relatively minor, but individual revisions are not 

shown.  The primary changes to the Financial Plan are the replacements of Tables 10-4 and 10-5. 

The only appendices containing modifications are Appendix C (Hydraulic Model Node Diagram), 

Appendix N (Consistency Review Checklist), and Appendix Q (SEPA).  Agency review comments 

and responses will be included in Appendix T in the final WSP. 
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