
 

City of Arlington 
Council Agenda Bill 

Item: 
WS #5  

Attachment 
E-7   

 

COUNCIL MEETING DATE:  
April 22, 2019 
SUBJECT: 
Butler Property Annexation 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Staff Report, Illustrative Map, and Ordinance 
DEPARTMENT OF ORIGIN 
Community & Economic Development – Marc Hayes, Director (360) 403-3457 
EXPENDITURES REQUESTED:  -0- 
BUDGET CATEGORY:  -0- 
BUDGETED AMOUNT:  -0- 
LEGAL REVIEW:  
DESCRIPTION: 
State law allows the City Council by simple majority vote to annex property for municipal purposes 
per RCW 35A.14.300, with no public hearing required. 

HISTORY: 
The City purchased this 51.53-acre property in 2000 with assistance from a Snohomish County 
Conservation futures grant. The intention was for passive recreation, open space, and wetland 
restoration. Since that time the Old Town Stormwater Wetland has been constructed on the 
property. The City applied to the Snohomish County Docketing process in October 2010 to include 
the property in the Arlington UGA. The docket was approved by Snohomish County Council in 
August 2013, and the property is within the Arlington UGA.  

ALTERNATIVES: 

Remand back to staff. 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
Workshop; discussion only. At the May 6, 2019 council meeting, the recommended motion will be, “I 
move to approve the ordinance annexing the Butler property, and authorize the Mayor to sign the 
ordinance.” 
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Community and Economic Development 
Planning Division 

18204 59th Avenue NE, Arlington, WA 98223 

Planning Commission 
STAFF REPORT & RECOMMENDATION 

To: Planning Commission 

From: 

Josh Grandlienard, Planner II 

Date: February 21, 2019 

Regarding: Butler Wetland Annexation PLN #309 

A. INTRODUCTION

The Butler Wetland Annexation is a City-initiated project that is an amendment to the City of 
Arlington Comprehensive Plan. The Plan is submitted under the 2019 Comprehensive Update 
docket cycle.  

B. GENERAL INFORMATION

Applicant:   City of Arlington 

Project Description: 2019 Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

Requested Action: Make a recommendation of approval to the Arlington City Council 
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C. DETAILED PROJECT INFORMATION

The Butler Wetland is fully within the Arlington UGA and it is the cities intention to utilize it 
for stormwater treatment/flow control, passive recreation, open space, and wetland 
restoration. 

D. REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS

1. SEPA COMPLIANCE:
The amendment of a comprehensive plan amendment is subject to provisions of the State
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) and Chapter 20.98 of the Arlington Municipal Code
(AMC).

2. PUBLIC NOTIFICATION/INVOLVEMENT
a. Presentations and/or updates to the Planning Commission will occur on March 5,

2019, March 19, 2019 and April 16, 2019.
b. Two Public Hearings will be held at Planning Commission, located at Arlington City

Chambers on the following dates, March 19, 2019 and April 16, 2019.
c. The City will present information and advertise the Public Hearings regarding the

Planning Docket in the Everett Herald, and via area wide mailing.
d. A Notice of Public Hearing for the May 6, 2019 Planning Commission meeting will be

posted at the Arlington and Smokey Point Post Offices, The Arlington Library and
City Hall. The Notice was also published in the Everett Herald.

3. WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE NOTIFICATION
The York Rezone, along with the additional docket items will be submitted to the
Washington State Department of Commerce (DOC), and the DOC will notify the City that
if it is in procedural compliance with RCW 36.70A.106.

E. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The City purchased this 51.53 acre property in 2000 with assistance from a Snohomish 
County Conservation futures grant. The intention was for passive recreation, open space, 
and wetland restoration. The City built the Old Town Stormwater Wetland on the property 
that was completed in August 2011. The City applied to the Snohomish County Docketing 
process in October 2010 to include the property in the Arlington UGA. The docket was 
approved by Snohomish County Council in August 2013, and the property is within the 
Arlington UGA.  

F. ANALYSIS

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission recommend for approval and adoption, the 
Annexation of tax parcels 31050200300200, 00461804301100, 00461804300600, and 
31050200300400 within city limits. 

G. FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

1. Public meetings will be held on March 5, 2019, March 19, 2019, and April 16, 2019.
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2. The Planning Docket and associated staff reports will be submitted to the DOC in 
accordance with RCW 36.70A.106 and the submittal will meet all DOC’s procedural 
requirements. 
3. On March 5, 2019, the Planning Commission will review a draft of the City of Arlington 
2019 Comprehensive Plan Docket at their workshop meeting. 
4. On February 19, 2019 a Notice of Public Hearing for the March 19, 2019 Planning 
Commission public hearing was posted at Arlington City Hall, Arlington Post Office, Smokey 
Point Post Office and the Arlington Public Library.   
5. On March 29, 2019 a Notice of Public Hearing for the April 16, 2019 Planning Commission 
public hearing will be posted at Arlington City Hall, Arlington Post Office, Smokey Point Post 
Office and the Arlington Public Library.   
6. The application for PLN#309 has been reviewed for consistency with the Arlington 
Comprehensive Plan and for internal consistency and the 2019 Comprehensive Plan 
amendments are consistent with, and internally consistent with, the Arlington 
Comprehensive Plan. 
7. PLN#309 has been reviewed in accordance with, and is consistent with, the Snohomish 
County Countywide Planning Policies. 
8. The proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendments were prepared in accordance with the 
Washington State Enabling Legislation (RCW 35A.63) and the Growth Management Act. 
9. Documentation supporting the findings of fact is located in the file PLN#309, which is 
adopted by reference into this approval. 
10. Adoption of the proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendments, PLN#309, furthers the 
public health, safety and general welfare. 
 

H. RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Arlington Planning Commission make a recommendation to the 
Arlington City Council to adopt the Butler Wetland Annexation 2019 Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment, PLN#309.  
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ORDINANCE NO. 2019-XXX  1 

ORDINANCE NO.  2019--XXX 
 

AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING TO THE CITY OF ARLINGTON A PORTION OF 
SECTION 2 OF TOWNSHIP 31 NORTH, 

RANGE 5 EAST, W.M., SNOHOMISH COUNTY, WASHINGTON, 
COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE BUTLER WETLAND ANNEXATION 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Arlington, Washington, owns certain property located within the 
Arlington Urban Growth Area (UGA); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the property consists of Snohomish County tax parcel numbers 
31050200300200, 00461804301100, 00461804300600, and 31050200300400, and are part of 
what was formerly commonly known as the Butler Farm; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the City intends to use the property for municipal purposes, which includes 
passive recreation, open space, and wetland restoration; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council is authorized by RCW 35A.14.300 to annex new 
unincorporated territory outside the city limits, for park, cemetery, or other municipal purposes 

by a majority vote; and 
 
 WHEREAS, municipal purpose annexations are not subject to review by the Snohomish 
County Boundary Review Board; and 
 
 WHEREAS, all statutory requirements have been complied with and annexations are 
exempt from the requirements of the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA); 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Arlington does hereby ordain as follows:  
 
 Section 1.   The following described property commonly known as the Butler Annexation 
shall be and it is hereby annexed to and included within the corporate limits of the City of 
Arlington, Snohomish County, State of Washington: 
 

See legal description attached hereto as Exhibit "A". 
 
 Section 2.  The properties shall continue to have the Comprehensive Plan land use and 
zoning designation of Public/SemiPublic. 
 
 Section 3.   If any provision, section, or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged to be 
invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a 
whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional. 
 
 Section 4.  This ordinance or a summary thereof consisting of the title shall be published 
in the official newspaper of the City, and shall take effect and be in full force five (5) days after 
publication.   
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 PASSED BY the City Council and APPROVED by the Mayor this 6th day of May, 2019. 
 
       CITY OF ARLINGTON 
 
 
       ______________________________                                              
       Barbara Tolbert, Mayor 
 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
______________________________                                            
Erin Keator, City Clerk 
 
 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
 
______________________________                                           
Steven J. Peiffle 
City Attorney 



EXHIBIT A




	Butler Annexation CAB
	COUNCIL MEETING DATE: 
	April 22, 2019
	SUBJECT:
	Butler Property Annexation
	ATTACHMENTS:
	DEPARTMENT OF ORIGIN
	Community & Economic Development – Marc Hayes, Director (360) 403-3457
	EXPENDITURES REQUESTED:
	 -0-
	 -0-
	DESCRIPTION:
	HISTORY:
	ALTERNATIVES:
	Remand back to staff.
	RECOMMENDED MOTION:

	7 Butler Annexation



